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do not know. For a satyagrahi, all motion is upward. If the
Government have meant well, it is well for us all. If they have
meant ill, by the infallible law of causation it must react upon
them and therefore it must go ill with them and not with us, the
only condition being that we do not act even as they. It is only
because in the vast majority of cases we meet evil by evil that it
continues to grow like weeds. Resist not' evil is the law of our
being. We come into the world with a double nature, that of the
brute and man. The latter has continually to gain ascendancy over
the former, but this is a digression, and for me a diversion which,
however, I do not wish to indulge in this letter. To return to our
immediate purpose, I am keeping in close touch with the Brothers
through Mr. Ghate,

From the manuscript of Mahadcv Desai's Diary, Courtesy: Narayan Dcsai

60.   LETTER TO MANUBHAI

[AHMEDABAD,]
September 24, 1918

There is no reason to go as far as to conclude that the need
for joining up is over. But the signs I see indicate that this will
be so* One need not assume that heroism is to be acquired only
by fighting in a war. One can do so even while keeping out of
it. War is one powerful means, among many others. But, if it is
a powerful means, it is also an evil one. We can cultivate manli-
ness in a blameless way* If, through the fight we are carrying on
with the body, we can develop the strength for the war which the
atman must wage against the anatman1, we shall have acquired
manliness.

Vandemataram from
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